                                Sedalia Park Elementary School________________
Parent Involvement Policy

2011-2012
(Revised 4/27/2011)
Sedalia Park Elementary is a School wide Title I Program.  Sedalia Park Elementary has jointly developed this policy and compact with our parents to describe how we will support the important role of parents in the education of their children.  In cases where the students reside in a Neglected and Delinquent residential facility, a representative from that Facility can serve as a proxy for the parent (s).  At Sedalia Park Elementary School, we build capacity for parent/community involvement by implementing the six types of involvement: Parenting, Communications, Parent Volunteering, Learning at Home, Decision-making and Governance, and Collaboration and Exchanges in the Community. This policy will be distributed at Parent Orientation Nights, posted on our school website and Parent Blog.
Based on the requirements of Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Reauthorization (ESEA), Section 1118 and the needs identified by our parents and school staff surveys, we will provide reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents may request.  The following strategies were outlined:
1. An annual Title I information session and other flexible scheduled meetings will be held through out the school year.  These meetings will cover the following information:
a. Title I Programs

b. Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)/School Improvement Status

c. Parent’s right to know about Teacher and Paraprofessional qualifications
d. Parent Information Workshops & Parent volunteering

e. School policies and procedures

f. School curriculum

g. Student assessments

h. Local and State assessments

i. State content standards

j. Transitioning from Pre-K to Sedalia Park, Elementary to East Cobb or JJ Daniel Middle School.
2. Parents will receive information from our school in their child’s home language in a timely manner.  Sedalia Park uses the following communication methods to provide parents with timely information: Monthly classroom newsletters and PTA newsletters, school website, and weekly call outs.
3. We encourage all families to be education partners in their children’s school success by:

a. Inviting parents to attend all meetings by giving them the Sedalia Park’s Parent Involvement Activities Plan.
b. Inviting parents to serve on committees such as the Governing Board, School Improvement Plan Committee, Parent Policy/Compact Action Planning Committee, and the PTA 
c. Providing meetings held during the school day and outside school hours.  These dates and times are listed in the Sedalia Park‘s Parent Involvement Activities Plan, school’s website and Parent Involvement Blog.
d. Visit our Parent Resource Center located on the first hall during school hours where information and materials are provided for check out by the school’s Parent Liaison.  Various topics include child development, community resources, volunteer opportunities academic strategies, multiple games and books to increase student achievement.  VCR tapes, DVD’s and booklets in English and Spanish are available on many topics.
e. Visit the Georgia Parental Information Resource Center at www.georgiapirc.net for downloadable information for resources on early childhood through high school parent involvement.
4. Parents will be provided information on school performance and student’s individual assessments:
a. Information on school performance is sent home with the first report card and displayed on the front hall on our data board.  The school Strategic Plan of Action is also posted on the school’s website. Additional copies are available in the front office upon request. 
b. The results of the ITBS and CRCT are sent home with student’s report cards. Parents are notified by call out when the CRCT individual reports arrive in June. 
c. Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held in October to further assist parents the opportunity to give input on how to work with their children. Parents are invited to celebrate during Panther Pride Assemblies.  Teachers celebrate in the classroom through the Principal’s math challenge, AR goal parties and Kindergarten Character winners. 
5. Parents and community members will be given timely responses to their concerns and suggestions.

a. All concerns and suggestions submitted in writing or verbally are responded to in a timely manner.  Concerns and suggestions regarding the School wide Plan will be submitted to the Title I Office.  Information from parent surveys has resulted in the development of the Sedalia Park’s Parent Activities Plan. Parents are invited to attend Governing Board and PTA meetings to voice their concerns. 
6. School Parent Compact

a. The parent compact was developed jointly with our parents, staff, and students.  All families, school staff, and students are asked to participate by signing the compact to show their support.  The compact and a brochure summarizing what it involves will be distributed will be distributed in October during Conference Week.
7. School and Community Partnership 
a. Our school builds ties between home and school by educating teachers, pupil services personnel, administration, and other staff by gathering input from parents on how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal educational partners. 
b. Our school partnerships with the local community.  Some of our partners are Bruster’s Real Ice Cream, Chick-fil-A East lake, Marietta Martial Arts, Star Tech Inc., Tiger Taekwondo, Powers Ferry United Methodist Church, Zaxby’s, Cuban Diner.  Our partners support our school by providing services and time that enrich our learning environment.
 If you have additional comments, questions, or concerns about this policy, you may contact Jennifer Lawson, Principal at 770-509-5162 or Jennifer.Lawson@cobbk12.org.
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